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Preached after the Primary Viſitation of 
Jobn, Lord Biſhop of Durbam. 
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Acts vii. 14» But when the Apoſtles, which were in 
1 * heard that Samaria had received the word 
— God, they ſent unto them Peter and John z who 
ening down 12 them, that they might receive 

4 yet he had fallen non 
e name ofthe 
cir Hands upon hem, 
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PRrxROVERSB $ XXiii. 19. 


Hear thou, m ſon, and be wiſe ; and guide 
thou thine heart in-the way. 5 do 


AIN man, ſays Zepbar to Job, would be 

wiſe, tho' man be born like a wild afs's 

\ colt!“ — There is a mixture of truth and 

 fatire in this reflection, which alludes both 

to the infirmity and folly of human nature. Tis true 
there is in us an ambition to attain knowledge, an 

yet here it is charged as a piece of fooliſh” preſumption 

in ſuch a creature as man. to endeavour after it. Not 

the wildeſt inhabitant of the deſart brings its offspring 

into the world in a more helpleſs or more ignorant ſtats 

than the children of men are found in at their birth : 

And hence, all pretenſtons to knowledge may ſeem ridi- 

culous from ſuch mean beginnings. He therefore 


aſcribes our paſſion for wiſdom, to the merevanity of our 


hearts—«« Vain man would he wiſe.” As if he bad 
ſaid, „What haſt thou to do with wiſdom, thou child 
« of ignorance : Thou that wert born yeſterday, and 
* muſt die to-morrow z, whole life is but a ſpan long, 
*« and yet begins in the folly of childhood, and termi- 
« nates in the no leſs folly of old age, thy ſecond child- 
« hood! In the mean time thy faculties open by flow de- 
«« grees, and thy underſtanding proceeds toward truth * 


« with painful ſteps—“ Line upon Hine, [ine upon lint, re- 


« cept upon precept, precept upon pretept, here a little, and 
© /bers @ little,” are the tedious methods by which the 


625 


« natural darkneſs of thy mind is in any meaſure en- 
« lightned; What arrogance then, what vanity is this, 
* that thou ſhould'ſt ſet thyſelf to /eek after wiſdom, or 
* lift up thy woice for underflanding #”* #9 
And very juſt is this rebuke, ' when applied to many 
who aſpired to the title of avi/e men among the antients, 
in whom vanity appears to have been the predominant and 
ruling paſſions As one of the moſt eminent amongſt 
them acknowledges of his brethren; © They, ſays he; 
„among the philoſophers who have written books on 
« wiſdom, have done it out of a ſpirit of vanity z and 
« even Where they decry vain glory, they are thereby, 
« and in the very ſame books, labouring to advance their 
* own glory,” On theſe, therefore, the pointed ſatire 
falls with it's keeneſt edge. Vain men /———And again 
when men in purſuit of wiſdom know no bounds, but 
mix heaven and earth, this world-and the next, and 
reſume within the narrow circle of kuman underſtand» 
ing, to incloſe the infinite attributes of the incompre- 
| henfible God, and te find our Ihe Almighty unto perfection; 
when they will needs ſcan all the ways of providence, 
and meaſure all Gea's doings by the ſtandard of their 
- own weak and feeble judgments; boldly condemning 
Whatever does not lie level to their low apprehenſions; 
when, in ſhort, they will diſpute God's ways, but not 
believe his word; and deny thoſe diſpenſations which 
are too deep for the ſhort line of their reaſon to fa- 
om —— This is a vanity juſtly to be derided and 
exploded, _ | 
And, yet notwithſtanding theſe ſevere checks, which 
may ſerve to humble our pride, a wiſdom nevertheleſs 
there is, which is not only within our reach, but which 
It is our moſt bounden duty to labour "after, and to 
attain. The whole book of Proverbs is, as it were, A 
tyſtem of this wiſdom, taught to the ſons of men by ns 
Jeſs a perſon than King Se/omen himſelf, ſo eminent far 
his ſuperior wiſdom, In the beginning of the work, he 
vntroduces his undertaking with the nobleſt encomium 
of the wiſdom be would recommend. Happy, ſays 
| he, 


Cicero. 
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« he, is the man that findeth wiſdom, and the man that 
« getteth underſtanding ;- for the merchandize of it is 
« better than the merchandize of filver, and the gain 
« thereof than fine gold. She is more precious than 
« rubies ; and all the things thou canſt defire are not to 
« be compared unto her. Length of days is in her 
« right hand, and in her left hand riches and honour : 
4 Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths 
&« are peace.“ | | 

Of this wiſdom we cannot be too ambitious ; to the 
ſtudy of it Salmon preſſes and encourages us by the 
moſt inviting motives : He declares it the only way 
« to give ſubtilty to the fimple, tothe young man know- 
ledge and diſcretion : It ſhall be an ornament of grace, 
ſays he, unto thy head, and chains about thy neck: 
And, therefore, as he urges in my text, Hear th:u, 
*« my /oh, and be wiſt, and guide thou thine heart in the 
© way.” | | 

In 88 of this call to wiſdom, ſo affeRionately 
addreſſed to us, by the infpired inſtructor, it ſhall be 
my endeavour in this diſcourſe, to invite the younger 
part of this aſſembly to. liſten to his admonitions, which 
may ſo ſeaſonably fall in with the ſerious reſolutions 
juſt made by many of them, at their late confirmation 
by the Biſhop.” _ - 5 

Now, the wiſdom thus extolled, and of which ſuch 
excellent things are ſpoken, is not a- Kill in abſtruſe 
arts and ſciences, of which but few are capable or have 
opportunities of ſtudying, vr are very nearly intereſted 
in; but it is a wiſdom within every. one's reach, aud 
which it concerns you above all things elſe to poſſeſs 
yourſelves of. Solomon himſelf defines its nature in a 
few words, and tells you wherein it conſiſts ; The frar 
of God, ſays he, is the beginning of wiſdom, and to depart 
elſe where et 1, ſays 
he, hear the concluſſon of the whole matter; fear God and 
keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 

{he fear of God therefore, is what Solomon means by 
wiſdom, and by the fear of Gad, you are to underitand 

a - AS | nothing 


niently may be, after you are born; and by that ſacras 


4 


nothing Jeſs than religien in general ſo called, becauſe thy 
fear of Gd is not only itſelf a principal part of true reli, 
gion, but alſo, becauſe where this principle, a true h 
God, rules in the heart, it will lead to the exercilg 
of all other parts of true religion. 

You are called then, and invited in my text, to a di- 
ligent regard to religion, as the moſt valuable wiſdom, 


as the guide of your youth, and your ſureſt dire&tori 


thro” all the mazes of the world you are entering into, 
T1 heartily wiſh it was in the power of any words I can 
uſe to perſuzde you to it, I ſhall attempt no other me- 
thod for this purpoſe here in publick, than that in 
which I have already ſpoken to moſt of you in private, 
VIZ 24 | 
1/, To remind you of your baptiſmal vow and en- 
gagement, with a ſhort explanation of the parts of it; 


And then 


2dly, Iuculcate the performance of it, from | your 
own voluntary promiſe, now made by yuu before the 
. biſhop. > RE. | 
3dly, Concluding with a few rules of advice, that 
may be of ſervice for your direction therein. 
1/4, At the time of your baptiſm, you were infants 


 Incapable of judging or acting for yourſelves ; but not 


| therefore incapable of being entered into covenant with 


God, as is evident from hence, that under the law, God 


received the children of the Ju into covenant at eight 
days old, as he had done the deſcendants of Abraham 
betore the law, by the ordinance of circumciſion : And 
as baptiſm in the . goſpel ſucceeds circumciſion under 


the law, and our Saviour has no where forbidden chil 


dren to partake of it, but on the contrary, commanded 
us to ſuffer the little children to come unto him, it is your 
chriſtian birth-righr to be baptiſed as ſoon as conves 


ment, to be admitted into covenant with. God Almighty, 
on the terms of the goſpel, 3 2 
Now, in all covenants, each contracting party lays 
himſelf under an obligation to perform ſomething to- 
wards the other: In the chriſtian covenant, Ged Al 
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ughty 


of 


iehty ſtipulates and agree: to accept you as members of 
7, as children of Go 
caven : Members of Chriſt, means members of hi 
horch, which is his body, and partakers of all the 
rivileges belonging to it: Children of God, in 2 
ion to children auratb, in which every fon and daugh- 
r of Adam is born thro' his original fin: And inberi- 
ors of the kingdom of God, thro” the "merits of Jeu 
brit, who has purchaſed that eternal ſalvation for us. 
Theſe are the privileges al baptiſed chriſtians are by 
ovenant entitled to, and privileges certainly they are 
he moſt advantageous and Honourable to human na- 
ure: They contain all that is requiſite to produce and 
zouriſh a principle of holineſs within us: They enſure 
o us the b!eflings of the chriftian redemption : They 
put us, as It were, into Ged's family, and engage his 
atherly care and protection, his unbounded love and 
indnefs for us, in our paſſage thro' this mortal life; 
and when that ſhall be over, they open to us an en- 
rance into a never failing ſtate of glory and happi- 
eſs, in his own divine preſence. And, what is there 
hat you can think of, or defire, in compariſon of theſe 
zdvantages ? gi | 


Oa the other hand it was promiſed for you, that in 


onſideration of theſe. high privileges, you ſhould alſo 
be bound to the e of hoſe three things, 
iz:—1ſt, That you thould renounce all manner of 
ickedneſs ; abhor and abſtain from it; whether tempt- 
d to it by the ſuggeſtions of the Devil, allured by the 
anities of the world you live in, or ſeduced by the 
rregular luſt and paſſions of your own corrupt nature. 
2d, In the next place, that you ſhould with a hearty 
and lively faith, embrace all the articles of the chriſtian 


and ſincerity of your faith by your works, in keeping 
ſame all the days of your life. * | 
ment on your part. On the two latter branches 
of which, I ſhall be a little more particular to kx 
them more deeply in your minds. | 

by ge And 


loctrine; and laſtly, that tag ſhould ſhew the truth. 


cd's holy will and commandments, apd walking in th 
This was the agree-"" 
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d, and inheritors of the kingdom 4 | 


* 
* 
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call the belief. You believe them, becauſe they 


all mankind.” The particulars of whoſe birth, If 


' yourſelves moſt exactly withal, by a conſtant and e 


i . 60 
And firſt, of faith. The neceſſary articles of Thus 
chriſtian faith are ſummed up in the creed, or what Mhich 
nding 
pur fai 
odhea 
ord to 
e them 


be Holy 


taught in the holy ſcriptures by Chriff, and his Ap 
tles, who could neither be deceived themſelves, mn 
teach you any thing but what is both true, and of gr 
importance for you to believe: The ſum and ſubſtang 
of your belief is comprized in theſe three particula 


1. That you believe in one God, the maker of heave To t! 
and earth, and tho?, becauſe he is a ſpirit, you do , you 
* ſee this glorious Being with your bodily eyes, yet heWhurch,' 


ffection 
veen a 
brift tl 
hro' th 
The 1 
he laſt 


not only revealed to your faith in-the volume of il 
ſcriptures, but diſplays himſelf to your underſtandin 
thro? all the volume of nature. Every thing about yoi 
the ſun, the moon, and the ſlars, the earth and all 1 
productions for uſe and ornament, every animal, an 
every object that meets your ſenſes, . teſtify not only 


the being, but to the providence of an all. wiſe, all-powenWer to « 
ful, beneficent creator and diſpoſer of all things. You life © 
give no other account of your own original and contiut of 

nuance in life; nor of any of the comforts and conveniW1d per! 
ences you enjoy, but to aſeribe them to his liberal anWature, 


heir fu 


gracious hand, who made us all, and fillethall things liv 
ho li 


ing with plenteouſneſs. But becauſe even Heathen nation 


believe in a creator of the world, to diſtinguiſh younWog as i 
ſelves as chriſtians, your next article is to believe Mike ear 
| Tejur Chriſt; © God the ſon, who redeemed you angÞculy f 


0 that 
Dr peric 
vou of 
hat thi 
he goc 
and vic 


reaching, miracles, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion ant 
interceſſion, all moſt wonderful! you ought to acquain 


ful reading of the New, Teſtament, of - which I wa 
greatly concerned to ſee how ignorant many of you we 


upon examination. The third article af your chriſtian The! 
faith, is to believe in the Holy Ghoſt, who ſanQifietiwas en 
you, ““ and all the elect people of God ;*” that is, Mpou we 
chrifiian people. That he is the author of all holineſs inthe chu 
you, and that without his ſpecial grace aſſiſting, it Ma little 
not in your power to move and advance in the ways Mfatten 

piety and religion. ben! 
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Thus you ſee, every time you repeat the creed, 
hich perhaps you do often, without tfinking or at- 
nding to the ſenſe and meaning of it) you profeſs 
pur faith in the holy Trinity, three perſons in the one 
odhead, according to- the command of our bleſſed 
ord to his diſciples, “ Go ye into all nations, and bap-. 
: them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
ve Holy Ghoſt. * Fo | . 
To theſe great and main articles are further ſubjoĩn- 
d, your acknowledgement of “the holy Catholick 
hurch,” and “ the communion of ſaints ;*”” that is, an 
ffectionate relation and fellowſhip ever ſubſiſting be- 
yeen all true chriſtians amongſt themſelves, and with 
hbrift their head, ©* the forgiveneſs of ſins,” viz. 
hro' the merits of Chriſt on your true repentance : 
The reſurreQion” of our bodies out of the grave, at 
he laſt day, and their re-urion with our ſouls, in or- 
er to enter upon what is the laſt articlgof your belief, 
life everlaſting. Here you ſee, life 1s not everlaſting, 
dut of very ſhort. and uncertain continuance: You 
d perſons drop into the 
ature, and the ſtrong and middle aged often cut off in 
heir full ſtrength and vigour ; and even many of thuſe 
ho like yourfelves were young and lively, and ſtand- 
og as it were on the threſhold or entrance of life, yet 
ike early bloom nipped with an untimely blaſt, ſud- 


enly fading away before they came to be full blown: 


do that there is no reliance upon this life, at any ſtage 


r period of it. But then, your chriſtian belief aſſures 


you of a better and more endearing life to come; and 
hat tho? you die to this world, it is to live in another, 
he good and virtuous, in unſpeakable joys ; the bad 
and vicious, in intolerable torments, for evermore. 

Theſe are the tenets of chriſtian doQrine, which it 
vas engaged you ſhould embrace and profeſs, when 
you were by baptiſm admitted into the communion of 
the church, and ipto covenant with God. I have but 


it Ma little varied ps en of them, that you may 
attend more to the ſenſe of them, than perhaps you do 


Ihen you 


repeat them always in the very ſame form 


df words, 


* 


ave thro* mere weakneſs of _ 


. I 
(9) 
ſhip of Cod, mult be paid by you in publick and in 
ate; in publick, according to the opportunities 
red you, and eſpecially on his own day, ſet apart 


rſelves, and keep them conſtantly, taking care eſpe- 
ly to begin and end the day with devotion ; that 
out gone the morning and evening, may never 
to praiſe him. And in honouring the name of God, 


| it will give you the greatelt uneafinels at any time, 
hear others guilty of 2 ſhocking a crime. His word 

will honour by reading it frequently, and attend - 
> to it when read or ae as your only ſure 
ide to heaven, and alone capable of mating you die 


all circumſtances you refign yourſelves to his diſpoſal, 
d rely only upon his bleſſing on your honeſt endea- 
urs, for obtaining the things of this life Which you 
nd in need of, | n 
This is your duty to God, promiſed in your name at 


ular occaſions, now and then, but in a regular, uni- 
m courſe, throughout the tenor of your lives. 

The next branch of the commandments reſpects your 
ighbour, that is mankind 1n general, and how you 
uſt demean yourſelves towards your fellow-creatures : 
dr inſtance, you are therein taught to love, honour, 
d ſuccour your father and mother, and this they cer- 


d cares, and ſolicitude they have undergone on your 
count; together with the benefits you derive from 
eit innructions, examples, and proviſions, they have ſup- 
ied in your tender years. You can no otherwiſe ex- 


ho are your political parents, this precept commands 


to pay a ſuitable reſpeR to all thoſe who are placed 
over 


religious uſes ; in private, you muſt ſet times for 


will by all means refrain from that horrible fin of 
Wphane ſwearing and curſing in your 'converſation, 


0 ſalvation. You will ſhew your truſt in God, when 


ptiſm, to be performed not by fits and ſtarts, on pat- 


Winly deſerve at your hands, in return for the pains 


& duty from your children hereafter, but as you pay | 
to your parents now. Perſons in authority likewiſe, - 


du to obey in all lawful things, and to reverence their 
ice for the ſake of good order and quietneſs; and 


n 
ower you in the Lord, your ſpiritual paſtors and teach 


auho watch for your ſouls, and admoniſh you in yalt- Fire 


chriſtian duty; and, in general, to behave yourſel*© been 
in a modeſt, lowly, and reverent manner toward e ane 
your betters, or ſuperiors. But above all, you are beſt ; 
all means to take care to hurt ao body, not even have 
meaneſt human creature, tho' ever ſo much in your pow” 2%" 
or dependant on your favour ; but to treat the perſon, ich ſo « 
property, and reputation of every one you are cone dew 


ed with, with tenderneſs and humanity. In all xt 
various dealings in the world, your conſtant and 
variable rules muſt be truth and honey; to abhor a 
and ſo far from ſtealing or defrauding, as not to al 
. {o much as to covet or deſire what belong 
another, and which you have no fair means of procui 
truſting for a livelihood to Gog”s bleſſing on your 
bours, and fidelity in your ſtation, lowing your neight 
as fincerely as your/elves, and making this your ſtand 
maxim, 0 do to all men as you wyou'd they ſhould do 
to you. | | | | ; 

Laſtly, in your perſonal conduct, you are required blick af 
keep your bodies in temperance, ſoberneſs, and chaſl f,1 DO, 
to bridle by paſſions, and govern your ſenſual ap ſe you f 


tites ; to be meek and lowly, humble, patient, and break 
figned ; as ftrangers and pilgrims to abtain from fleſhly this Op 
which æuar againſt the ſoul, and by all means in your pow 2 oy 

nd fri 


to preſerve a becoming order and regularity throug 
out your whole demeanour, | 
Theſe are the main of the things undertaken 8 
promiſed in your name at your baptiſm ; Theſe are 
© conditions, on which you were entered into cover ever 
with Geg, and entitled to the invaluable privileged 
the chriſtian redemption above-mentioned. 
Whether you are determined to ſtand to this. ag 
ment, now you are of age to anſwer for yourſelva 
Whether you think the privileges of the goſpel, 1 
redemption of your ſouls, the favour of Gd, and &f 
nal life, worth obtaining on theſe terms? You have 
been aſked, and deſired deliberately to conſider W 
yourſelves, and then to determing as you ſhould! 


n natu 
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n * 


| e been ſet before you, that you may make your 
our ice, and ftretch forth you hands to which liketh 


have been impoſed upon; that you might act in 
xr own perſons, with your eyes open, in an affair 


Mu have been brought into the publick aſſembly, and 
Dee in the face of the congregation, the queſtion has 
n fairly,put to you by God's miniſter, the biſhop, in 
ſe ſolemn words: | 
to i Do you here in the preſence of God, and of this 
long ongregation, renew the ſolemn promiſe and vow that 
as made in your name at your baptiſm, ratifying and 
onfirming the ſame in your own. perſons ; — ac- 
nowledging yourſelves bound to believe, and to do 
u thoſe things which your Godfathers and God- 
others thea undertook for you ?” | 
o this queſtion you have all of yeu given your 
jairedMWÞlick aſlent, by anſwering every one of you. for your» 
cha ,I DO. And indeed with the higheſt reaſon, as other- 
Wc you forfeit again the privileges of your baptiſm; 
u break your covenant with Gog,. but to which now 


your hand and ſeal. | * | 

And from this your own voluntary 20 and deed, I 

dceed now in the ſecon@ place, to inculcate upon you 

gad ue diſcharge of theſe your moſt ſerious en n 

Wt you may in the end reap the benefit of. them to 
ur everlaſting comfort.. po 


uare to conſider that a covenant is a ſolema thing in ĩts 
n nature, which no-man can violate without reproach. 


3. Af 

\rſelye@&venaot breakers are ranked by St Paul among the 
pel, Wi flagrant offenders. If it be but a-man's covenant, 
ind to break it is a ſign of a baſe and treacherous ſpirit, 
ave N worthy any re or confidence. A covenant breaker 
der wi=voided by all honeſt men, as an out- la / or repro- 


Ne, with whom they will have no wn 
1 * ut 


Fire and wate®, life and death, heaven and hell, 
; beſt ; that you may not hereafter complain that 


ich ſo eſſentially concerns your everlaſting welfare. 


this open and publick aſſent, you have as it were 


Il. Now, as this is a covenant between Cd and you, 


2 —— _ 
” . 


e 
But this ſacred covenant. is ſtill to be more reverenc 
becauſe of the ſupreme dignity of Almighty God, 
condeſcends to be one of the contracting parties, 
is not a Being to be trifled with, or with whom wet 
revaricate with impunity. What he hath prom 
e will moſt certainly make good, and will ng 
ſtrictly require faithfulneſs of thoſe with whom he 
to do. With regard to all your ſolemn promiſes 
God, you muſt remember the wiſe man's admonit 
« When thou vowelt a vow to God, defer not to 
« for he hath no pleaſure in fools: Pay that wi 
* thou haſt vowed.” As by fulfilling your relig 
engagements, you will be entitled- to all mann 
| bleflings, ſv by neglecting, lighting, and break 
them, you will entail upon Bhs ws all thoſe cn 
which are denounced in God's. law againſt wicked 
diſobedient perſons. On your keeping this coyen 
depends your welfare here in this life, and for 
in another. It is your all that is at ſtake, the one 
needful, the very end of your being made a reaſcn 
creature; that you might by a life of virtue and? 


neſs, be prepared to enjoy a ſtate of happineſs 
glory, purchaſed and previded for you by our ble 


aviour. © Obſerve therefore and keep it and d 
for this ſhall be your wiſdom and your underſtand 
in the fight of God and man,” But what af 
will it be, with what pain, anguiſh, and remorſe wi 
it fill your hearts, ſhould you ever go back, and 
away from your plighted vows, and turn your ſteps | 
the divine teſtimonies ! Oh which of you can be fot 
cherous as ever to forſake God, who made yon, 
ſerves you, hath redeemed and ſanctiſied you, and 
tered into a covenant of peace and mercy with 
ſealed in the blood of his own beloved ſon ! Oh who 
deſert the G of their life, who hath promiſed to 
your going out and your coming in, to proſper 
undertakings, and to deliver you in all dangers 
neceſſities, and as if that was nothing, hath laid ui 
you a crown of glory, and everlaſting joys, at his 
right hand in heaven. Think on theſe things, 
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8 * arly beloved young chriſtians, and reſolve with God's _ 


- p to be true to your-truſt, and- to keep yourſelves 
tles. Adtaſt and unwavering in the covenant you have 
om wennde. The advantages are all your own. God" Al. 
From is no gainer by the contract, which he has made 
wo 1* th you only out of bis pure love and tender regard 


your happineſs, Oh then, let your own intereſt, 
your gratitude and repeated promiſes ever be upon 
ur mind, and prevail with you to. anſwer the expecta- 
n of your heavenly father, which with your own- 
duths you have now declared to be juſt and reaſonble, 


romiſes 
dmonit 
Ot to 
hat wi 


r relig. ſuch as in every account you are bound to ful fil. 
manned! preſs theſe things upon you with more eatneſtneſ(s 
| break preſent, becauſe of the very great iniportance it is 
ole lll for you to ſet out] right, now in the beginning of 
vicked e, before you have contracted evil habits, or fin has 
COVEUR: en any deep root in you. Now is the time for you, 
* 4 dre eſpecially to tread - with caution, and carefully 


aſider what tract of life you enter upon; for proba- 
y in the ſame tract you will continue, whether right 
wrongy to the end of your lives: And be aſſured fur- 
r, that no ſeryice is more acceptable to God, than 
it which we pay him in the unſullied years of youth, 


reaſon 
e and} 
pineſs 
our ble 


and dien the lively vigour of all our faculties. It is more- 
erſtandſſhe, neceſſary to be thus urgent with you, to take heed 
t 2 your ways at this critical period, becauſe of the dan - 
orſe urs and temptations which will naw moſt likely beſet 
c, and Md aqault your virtue. The time is now come, when 
ſteps hn have taken life upon yourſelves, and muſt begin 


de fot 
you, 
1, and 


act your part in a world ſull of ſnares and entice- 
ents. The corruption of your own nature, and even. 
e vivacity of youth, will incline you too eaſily to liſten 
with i thoſe fatal allurements, which vice (under the falſe 
h who pearance of pleaſure) will ſolicit you to comply withz 
ed to Mad to encourage any ill-diſpoſitions, and embolden 
oſper pu to indulge them, there will not be wanting too 
anger W:ny bad examples, who will take a malicious plea- 


laid u re in currupting your innocence, and drawing yon 
1 bis ong with * into lawleſs exceſſes. And, befides all 
10 gs, 


eſe adverſaries to 3 there is moreover . 
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Ghoſt is thus made a party, engaging to ſupply 


— 


| (4 * 


til in fernal ſpirit, who knows your weakeſt, mot N) 


guarded quarter, and ever lieth in wait to deceive dim wi 
to deſtroy. On all theſe accounts, you have neti 4 . 


our utmoſt caution and vigilance, and the firmeſt 
ation roo, to ſtand your ground unſhaken, and to m 
tain your poſt in your chriſtian ſtation, in the midi 


e will 
ill ca 


ſo many and great dangers. | Il. F. 
Nay, inſufficient after all, and altogether vain, ap 
U 


all your own endeavours prove, unleſs ſeconded 
promoted, and made effectual by the all- powerful ul” lo t 
of divine grace; a further meaſure of which, it is hop'** © 


is derived upon you at your confirmation: Forty 5 that 
the Biſhop earneſtly and devoutly prayed to Gren ©2 
pour behalf, and beſceched him intheſe affecting warlf'®® 9. 
% That he would ſtrengthen you with the Holy G. be | 

«« the comforter, and daily increaſe in you his mani aud 

e gifts and graces; the ſpirit of wiſdom and un ether. 
„ ſtanding, the ſpirit of counſel and ghoſtly ſtreny ich yo 

«© the ſpirit of knowledge and true godlineſs, ant = — 


« you with the ſpirit of his holy fear, now and en ; 
«« that you might continde children of Got, increfff eus li 
* daily more and more in goodneſs, until you'com 
«« his everlaſting kingdom.” Theſe are pious and 
cellent prayers in your behalf, and add a new obly 
tion to your religious covenant, to which the 


at exc: 


needful grace and afliſtance to thoſe who in earneſt 
fire to fulfil it. | | 
Tou can never then deſert a charge, in w 
have ſo powerful an auxiliary, joined with you : i, 
with conltant care and hearty endeavours, you will 
ſure to work out your ſalvation, ſince it is God that wil 
eth in you, and with you to wwill and to do of bit 
pleaſure. | 

_ 1 Chron, xxviii. 8. Now therefbre, to uſe the 
of King David; . In the fight of all Ha, the ch 
ah 17 of the Lord, and in the audience of our UN P 
«« 1 charge you to keep and ſeek for alt the com 
ments of the Lord your God, that it may be 
« with you, and your children after you, for 


A 8 
t, moſt $00 ye, chereſore, the God of your fathers, and ſerve = 


eceiye im with a perfect heart, and with awithng mind; for 
be Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and underitandeth all | 


"= e imaginations of the thoughts. If ye ſeek him, 
1d to e will ve found of you; but if you forſake him, he 


ill caſt you off for ever.” | | 
II. For your further aſſiſtance, in maintaining your 
gious reſolution, it remains now, that I conclude 
h a few ſhort rules of caution and advice. Fe 
. la the firſt-place it will be of great ule, frequently 
review your baptiſmal coverant, and recolle& hat 
that yuu have ſo ſolemuly and deliberately under - 
en to fulfil. The three things promiſed for you, and 
ich you have naw promiſed for yourſelves, ſhould 
eo be brought to remembrance. Compare your man- 
Fs; and way of life with them, and ſee how they agree 
Wether, Let them be the rule of your conduct by 
ich you are to walk, and not the way of the world, 
the examples of the multitude. What is it io me, may 
ſay co yourſelves, . bow others live, or what dau- 
Vous liberties they take, What vanities they purſue, 
at exceſſes they indulge : Their fins will not excuſe 
0 nor is their courſe of lite a pattern for mine. [ 
e bound myſelf to Gad, to renounce all wickedneſ(;, 
old faſt the chriſtian faith, and to walk in God's 
mand ments. I am a ſoldier of Jet Chrif, the 
tain of my ſalvation, and am engaged to ſerve under 
banner, in all virtuous and godly living; “ not to 
be confirmed to this world or its wicked cuſtoms, but 
1 den in wo — yo my mind, that 
© may prove what is that | acceptable, and 
Pl verſe ill of Gas,” T9 EY * | 
145, Shun an idle and ſlothful habit, which is not only 
t a great fin, butexpoſes you to all other ſins. The 
Mhful are odious in the ſight of God and man; they con- 
r that for which others labour; they ſquander aw 
precious time which is allotted them for the muſt 
Sable purpoſes. They abuſe the talents God has given 
n, and let them ruſt ſor want of exerciſe. They are al- 
for ein the way of temptation, and ready to fall in with 
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religion, and glory in being above all the reſtraints 


converſation. 'tis much if you are not in the end 


ciate yourſelves- with the virtuons and religious, fit 


raiſe an honourable emulation in running your chrifti 


„ 
any oiſſolute companion that calls upon them. Having. If 
thing to do, they are ever prone to do evil. Whilſt, on Mid wil 


1 


Contrary, honeſt induſtry and diligence in ſome gaſcſt adv 
employment, is not only healthſul, pleaſant, and Mypcapab 


fitable for this world, but keeps the mind too buſſ you 1 
be at leiſure to liſten to the luſts of vice and wickWefende 
neſs. Indyſtry God has in his wiſdom made genezalſour ac 
neceſſary for obtaining a teniporal livelihood, for g 5/1 
ting the meat that periſheth, and it is no Jeſs neceſiijd abo. 
for ſecuring that meat which endureth unto everlaſliſenture 
lie. . | f this 

30h, Be very cautions what company you keep: Phgainſt 
ticularly allow yourſelves no familiarity with perſonsWcen” g 
a looſe and prophane diſpoſition, who make a mock;, unf 
10usS A 
but ſel 
ong uſ 
They! 
r ſuac 
ny chi 
imſelf 
ae 
icked 
da vie 
© conv 
( yea, 
race; for as Salomon obſerves, ** As iron ſharpeneth h com 


lays men under: What will ſhock you at firſt in th 
looſe: talk, will by frequent uſe, appear leſs and 
horrible; and if you do not fly from ſuch peſtilegt 


ſeed with it. You may as well hope to handle pit 
without being defiled, as keep wicked company ij 
preſerve your own innocence. But endeavour to 


whom you will be always learning ſomething god 
their examples will confirm your good purpolesy 


 ** ſo doth the countenance of a man, and eſpecially ways 


« good man, his friend.“ "Fo give 
4thly, Abſtain particularly, I beſeech you, as eldom 
grow up, from that moſt, dangerous and deſtruQive Y 6/4 
all vices, drunkenneſs. At preſent you are too ven, t. 
to be ſenſible perhaps of the charms of the bewitch hay, ar 
cup; but you are not too young to obſerve the miſt, paſ: 
chiefs it has brought on thoſe who have. been-allar@Wlvine 
by them: Their health deſtroyed, their aRairs diſtreſieWeeps 
their vnderſtandings impaired, all. ſenſe of religion Miiſe ir 
tinguiſhed ; beſides, an innumerable train of vices; Wreat 1 
which in their ſober moments they would have no ten ies of 
tation, are the common effects of intemperate drin 


<I- SF hu}: 
HavingSo. If you yield to this one temptation, all that I have 
hilſt, on Mid will be of no uſe to you. You will diſregard the | 
| ſome gqeſt advice of your neareſt friends, and indeed become 
t, and capable of putting it in practice. Vou muſt be ſober, _ 
too buy you mean to be a and that one poſt manfully 
nd wick@cfended, you will be always upon your guard to repel 16 


> genetißour adverſaries from every quarier.. 

d, for of /, Let me here repeat another particular mention- 
ſs neceſſid above, as part of our duty to Ged; that is, never 
everlaſienture to take his holy name in vain. The frequency 


f this horrible ſin, makes it neceſſary to guard you- 
gainſt it with the ſtricteſt care now, before you have 
deen guilty of it; for 8bominable and unnatural as it 
„ unpleaſant and unprofitable too, yet where this im - 
ious and ſhameful habit has been once contracted, it is 
ut ſeldom ſeen to be reformed. They that have been 


eep: 1 
perſons 
a mock 
cſtraints 
ſt in th 


and eng uſed to ſwearing, become inſenſible when they ſwear : 
peſtileniWſhey loſe the horror of ſo dreadful a crime, and almoſt 
e end erſuade themſelves it is no crime at all. But hear you, 
ndle piipy children, God rather than them, who has declared 
pany imſelf a jealour God, and will not bold him guililgſi that. 
Ir to Heth bis name in wain ; and follow: not the cuſtom of 
ous, frvicked 'reprobates, but the direction of our bleſſed” 


ha viour, WhO ſays, © Swear not at all in your ordinary 


ng gos 

oles, converſation; but let your communication be yea 
chriſl yea, and nay nay; for whatſoever is more than this, 
neth ir cometh of evil, or of the evil one.” Speak the truth 


ecially Wlways, and then you will have no occafion- for oaths 
Fo give credit to what you ſay, which in reality they 
eldom do. WRT 4 =; | 


„ asy . | 
bb, That you may keep in the right way to he- 


ructive 


oo ven, take the word of God for your guide, read it bß 
Wirchihay, and meditate by night. Let no day, if you can help 
the mi, paſs without tincturing your minds wich ſome of be 
n-allaFivine wiſdom it contains. It is the ſpiritual food that 
liſtreſſeeeps alive a ſenſe of religion within you. It will 
gion eaſe in your hearts the moſt awful apprehenſions of his 


NO: tem 
e drin 
in 


reat Majeſty ; it will diſplay before your eyes the mer- - 
ies of your redemption thro? Chri/f, and kindle you 
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affections to heavenly things. The holv pattern, 


'« which are able to make you wiſe unto ſalvation,” 
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admitted till they have been confirmed, or are defi- 


* . 


(8) 5 


exemplary lives of pious perſons you there meet wi 
cannot fail to awaken a ſpirit of zeal and emulation 1 
your breaſts, and incline you to go and do l:kewilels 
Be it then your's, as it was the praiſe of young Tina 
thy, that from children you knew the holy ſcriptu 


7thly, I ſhall conclude all with ete horting you to the conf 
ſtant uſe af the two great inſtruments of holineſs. offi 
means of grace, viz. Prayer, and the ſacrament of 
Lord's ſupper. ju; Wy Ne your 
Prayer is a correſpondence between Gd and your it, 
ſouls, It is the way of converſing with che father. ae gra 
ſpirits, the author of . every good and perſect gift/Felays, 
Every morning when you awake to a new life, nevetſhen'to' 
fail to praiſe him by whom you live, and to-implonhty. * 
his bleſſing upon you thro” the enſuing day; every evenſhd lea 
ing, venture not intd the helpleſs ſtate of 4 nearyut be: 


0 owile 


ly reſembling death, till you have rſt made your peacaſſe like 
with God, and commended yourſelves devoutly to Rifalkin, 
guardianſhip, who neitber ſlambereth nor ſleepeth. Binces 


On folemn days, reſort with chearfulneſs and als 
ority to the publick aſſemblies of the ſaithful, then 8 
join with your fellow chriſtians in the ſervice of tl 


arts 1 
(hon 
antage 


ſanctuary ; and be ſure to behave yourſelves attentivelſſkrents 


and devoutly, ta improve your hearts with what ved dir 


hear, to renew your reſolutions of a chriſtian life, e Thu 
gain new ſupplies of grace, and particularly to refielb@.n oj 
your fouls, when it is adminiſtered with the repreſenta, at 


tive body and blood of Chriſs, our Saviour, in the hal 
euchariſt, - or Lord's ſupper. | 

8:4h, To that moſt ſolemn act of chriſtian — ith 
is the direction of our church, that no perſons | 


*« rous of being confirmed.” You have now qualified te, . 
yourſelyes in that reſpect, for 3 the table oiptid! 
the Lord: You are now entitled to that high privi | 


vilege : 
And as it is the principal meang of grace, appointed by : 1 
our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, for ſtrengthening and 1&1 to 
freſhing our ſouls with all ſpiritual aid and comme 
| an 


. 


: — 


— 


1 | 
ras, andid deriving upon us the ineſtimable benefits of bis. 
ect withSeritorious death and paſſion, which it repreſents before 
lation ig,: On theſe accounts, the neceſſity of your condition 
lI:kewieShuit needs urge you to prepare yourſelves without de- 
ig Tinuſpy, that you may be initiated into the number of faithful 
cripturehd conſtant communicants. I would preſs no one to this 
tion.“ Slemn duty, till they are capable of duly conſidering it, 
the confird coming to it with a right underſtanding, as well as 
lineſs ofGjous affections: But When youhave attained a competent 
x: of theowtedge of this facred ordinance, which now 
Ne your terious endeavour, you are by no meatis to neg. 
nd you it, both becauſe you ſtand in immediate need of 
father ae grace it ſupplies, and becauſe delays only produce 
& gift. Y:!ays, and ſo you may fall into a general diſuſe, and 
ſe, neveſſen total neglect of ſo eſſential a part of your chriſtian 
'1mplat ty. This, it muſt be lamented, is too common a, cafe, 
1d leads to coldneſs and indifference about all religion. 
t begin early, my young chriſtians, and you will then 
likely to hold on, and continue in the good way, 
king in this, and all the commandments and ordi- 
nces of the Lord blameleſs. . Begin now, whilſt your - 
arts are yet tender, and apt to receive the happy im- 
fions of religion. You will begin wich much ad- 
neEntage, whilſt you have yet the pious examples of your 
rents and friends ſet before your eyes, to encourage 
wad direct your good beginnings. = 
Thus initiated, you will go on from ſtrength to 
Aaength, adding grace to grace, improving day Gay 
all virtue and godlineſs of living, forgetting thoſe 
Pings which are behind, and ftretching forward to 
-Woſe things which are before. You will by God's help 
Patinue to advance in piety, as you advance in years 3 
ur good [gh tha having taken root downward, will 
at fruit upward, and tho your growth, like that of a 

„ may not be ſo ſudden as to be immediately per- 
ptidle to the eye, yet ſure, tho' flow, it will be al- 
/ increaſing ; and at length lift its top to bea - 

: Encouraging and provoking one another to love, 
d to all good works, as thoſe who n diy = 5 
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ee, and of the knowledge of the ſon of 
uso a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the . 
ol the fulneſs of Chriß;“ and be found © meet 
, - partakers of the inheritance of the ſaints in light.” 
'* + This is the wiſdom which is from above, the 
gf 2 - rules and directions; the wiſdom which will nevell 
pound vin, the true wiſdom bf man, his greateſt 
>>, ment and higheſt perfection, open to all, and of 
| - + attainment : The pleaſure, the honour, the advan 
accompanying it, will highly reward your applig 
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I to it. Adorned with its graces, you will appear 
i " able in the eyes of men; you will have a never Fai 
IS | ſpring of fatisfaftion within your own Lreaſt; and al 
Wi. ; all, will be of approved by your father, which is in 
1 ven: You will reſemble the pattern of our bleſſedli 
—_-.' viour himſelf, who grew. in this wiſdom as in ſtat 
it and in favour with (od and man; and thro? his mi 
15 and mediation, will at laſt be admitted into thoſe ll 
| 6 ſions of bliſs, whither he is gone before to prepil 
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place for you. 8 | | 
Io him therefore, brethren, I now moſt heartily ai 
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* mend you, and to the word of his grace, which is 
Fit to build you up, and to give you an inheritance al 
RN all them which are ſanctified by faith, which is in 


Zejus : to whom with the Father, and the Holy GB 
three perſons, but one God, be aſcribed all honour 
ation, and praiſe, for ever and erer. 
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